Number and Opacity

Lexical analyses

Ede Zimmermann

V. Hintikka (1969), Forbes (2003), Zimmermann (2004a) AN: Montague (1969), Zimmermann (1993)
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whatever your favourite analysis goes here | ... or here

Problems with ...

... Monotonicity Zimmermann (2004a)

Giinther is looking for a book on Italian cooking.
a Giinther is looking for a book.

Giinther is looking for a book on Italian cooking.
a Giinther is looking for a book.

Giinther is looking for a book on Italian cooking.
Eric is looking for something.

ad Giinther is looking for something Eric is looking for.
(O (@) [seek'(e@) U seek'(9.@)]
((Pg) [seek'(e,P) L seek'(g,P)]

... Specificity
Giinther is looking for a book on Italian cooking.
Giinther is looking for books on Italian cooking.

... Number
Giinther is looking for a book on Italian cooking.
Giinther is looking for books on Italian cooking.

Solution to ...
... Monotonicity Problem:
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t monotonicity inference
to be explained

| monotonicity inference
to be avoided

Monotonicity Problem

to be avoided (or explained away)
opaque objects as quantifiers

... Or properties

Carlson (1977)
specific /unspecific

speeifie/unspecific
Zimmermann (2004b)

1’s enough
1’s not enough — or is it?
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... Specificity Problem:
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